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This study examines the influence of education level and
social status on determining the Dui Pappenre value and
its implications for family finances in Bugis traditional
marriages. Using a qualitative method with a case study
approach, this study analyzes the financial impact of high
Dui Pappenre value on the economic stability of men's
families and the financial management strategies of
young couples after marriage. The results show that high
Dui Pappenre value impose a significant financial
burden, causing decreased liquidity, increased debt, and
reduced family investment capacity. Young couples
implement financial management strategies, including
detailed budgeting, spending priorities, systematic debt
repayment efforts, and improving financial literacy. This
study emphasizes the importance of a balance between
preserving cultural traditions and family economic well-
being and recommends constructive dialogue to adjust
Dui Pappenre value to be more realistic with current
economic conditions.
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1. Introduction
Marriage is one of the essential rituals in the life of the Bugis people. In the Bugis

wedding tradition, there is a custom of giving money from the groom's side to the bride's
family called Dui Pappenre or dowry.4 Dui Pappenre means "appreciation and respect"
from the groom toward the bride and her family.5 However, with the development of the
times, the meaning and determination of Dui Pappenre's value have shifted.
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In the past, the determination of the Dui Pappenre value was more based on the
economic capacity of the groom's family and the agreement of both parties. However,
factors such as the prospective bride's level of education and social status are the primary
considerations in determining the amount of Dui Pappenre.6 7 The higher the bride's
education and social status, the higher the Dui Pappenre value requested. This creates a
fairly heavy financial burden for the groom's family.

As in the study in Bulutellue Village, Sinjai Regency, the high or low nominal Dui
Pappenre can determine a person's social status.8 People tend to use the amount of Dui
Pappenre to measure social strata. Families with high social status usually ask for a higher
Dui Pappenre value than ordinary families. This phenomenon shows a shift in the
meaning of Dui Pappenre from a form of appreciation to a symbol of prestige and social
status.

The education level of the prospective bride is also an essential factor in
determining the Dui Pappenre value. The higher the level of education, the higher the
expected 9Dui Pappenre value.10 This is based on the assumption that higher education
requires significant costs, so the value of the Dui Pappenre must be comparable to the
educational investment the bride's family has made.

The high value of Dui Pappenre has had various social and economic impacts.
Many couples are forced to postpone or even cancel their weddings because they are
unable to meet the demands of Dui Pappenre.11 Some men choose to marry women from
other areas who are unfamiliar with the Dui Pappenre tradition. This could threaten the
sustainability of the Bugis wedding culture itself.

From an economic perspective, Dui Pappenre's high value places a heavy financial
burden on the man's family. Many families are forced to go into debt or sell assets to meet
the demands of Dui Pappenre.12 This condition can affect the financial stability of the
family after marriage. Young couples who have just married, including Dui Pappenre,
often have to start their household lives in debt due to the high cost of marriage.

Family financial management is a crucial aspect that needs to be considered,
considering the large amount of funds spent onDui Pappenre. Research shows that sound
economic management has a positive effect on household harmony.13 Families that
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manage their finances wisely tend to be more harmonious and avoid conflicts related to
financial problems.

Nevertheless, the Dui Pappenre tradition is still considered important in Bugis
society. Dui Pappenre is seen as a form of responsibility and sincerity on the part of the
man when marrying the woman.14 Most of the community still holds firmly to the cultural
and spiritual values contained in this tradition. The challenge is to balance the
preservation of tradition with adjustments to society's current socio-economic conditions.

Based on this phenomenon, research on the influence of education level and social
status on determining Dui Pappenre value and their implications for family finances is
significant to conduct. The study results are expected to provide a comprehensive picture
of the dynamics of determining Dui Pappenre and its impact on family economic life.
The research findings can be used as consideration for the community and stakeholders
in formulating policies related to preserving Bugis wedding culture that still pays
attention to family economic welfare.

2. Method​
This study uses a qualitative and case study approach to analyze the influence of

education and social status on the Dui Pappenre value and its implications for family
finances.15 Data was collected through participatory observation and documentation
studies in several families in the Bugis traditional area. Data analysis uses thematic
analysis techniques, where the collected data will be categorized and interpreted to
identify patterns and main themes related to determining the Dui Pappenre value and its
impact on family financial management.

This study applies triangulation of sources and methods to ensure the validity of
the data. Family financial analysis will be conducted by reviewing cash flow, simple
financial balance sheets, and basic financial ratios such as liquidity and solvency ratios.16
A longitudinal approach is also applied to observe changes in family financial conditions
before and after the provision of Dui Pappenre over a certain period. This aims to obtain
a more comprehensive picture of the long-term impact of determining the Dui Pappenre
value on family financial stability and well-being.

3. Results and Discussion
Dui Pappenre Values on the Economic Stability of Men's Families

The high value ofDui Pappenre places a significant financial burden on the man's
family in a Bugis customary marriage, with implications that extend both in the short and
long term. Analysis of family cash flows shows that to meet the demands of Dui
Pappenre; many families are forced to take extreme measures, such as going into debt or
selling valuable assets. This aligns with the financing hierarchy theory ( pecking order
theory ) proposed by Myers and Majluf (1984), where entities use internal funding first
before turning to external financing.17

In the short term, families face a significant decline in liquidity. Liquidity ratio
analysis shows a decrease in the current ratio, indicating a reduction in current assets to
finance daily needs and short-term liabilities. This aligns with Keynes' (1936) liquidity
theory, where low liquidity can increase the risk of financial distress. This economic
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pressure also has the potential to cause tension in family relationships and conflicts related
to financial management.

From a long-term perspective, the financial impact of a high Dui Pappenre can last
for years. Solvency ratios, especially the debt-to-equity ratio, tend to increase after a Dui
Pappenre payment, especially for families forced into debt. This condition can be
explained by the theory of optimal capital structure proposed by Kraus and Litzenberger
(1973), where increasing debt can provide tax benefits but also increase the risk of
bankruptcy.18

Another long-term implication is seen in the reduced capacity of families to make
productive investments and save for the future. This is closely related to the life-cycle
hypothesis proposed by Modigliani and Brumberg (1954), where high spending on Dui
Pappenre can disrupt optimal consumption and savings patterns in the family life cycle.19
Funds allocated for children's education, business development, or retirement preparation
must be used to fulfil customary obligations.

Triangulation of data sources from multiple perspectives, including the groom’s
family, traditional leaders, and financial practitioners, confirms the financial burden
imposed by the high Dui Pappenre value. Analysis from these multiple perspectives
suggests that the practice places significant economic pressure, especially on families
from lower-middle-income groups. These findings reinforce the argument for the
importance of financial literacy and family financial planning, as Lusardi and Mitchell
(2014) emphasized in their study on financial literacy.20

The triangulation method was also applied by comparing family financial data
before and after marriage and analyzing post-marriage spending trends. The results
showed a pattern of budget tightening and reduced consumption in the early months after
marriage. This phenomenon can be explained through Friedman's permanent income
hypothesis theory (1957), where individuals tend to adjust their consumption based on
long-term income expectations.

However, the study also found that some families could recover from this financial
stress within 1-2 years, especially for those with sound financial management strategies.
This aligns with the economic resilience concept discussed by Salignac et al. (2019),
where adapting and recovering from financial shocks is key to maintaining family
financial stability.21

To overcome these challenges, families need to develop effective financial
management strategies, including careful budget planning, wise income allocation,
avoiding excessive debt, and preparing emergency funds. Improving financial literacy is
also key to helping families make better financial decisions and build long-term economic
resilience.

Comparative analysis of marriage practices in other areas that do not recognize the
Dui Pappenre tradition shows that families in the region have better financial flexibility
when starting a new household life. This finding highlights the importance of considering
cultural aspects in family financial planning, as Gutter and Copur (2011) argued in their
study on the influence of cultural factors on economic behaviour.22

A trade-off between preserving cultural traditions and the economic well-being of
families. Constructive dialogue between stakeholders is needed to find the right balance
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between preserving cultural heritage and ensuring the financial stability of families in the
context of Bugis' traditional marriages. This approach aligns with the sustainable cultural
heritage management concept proposed by Throsby (2009), where cultural preservation
needs to consider aspects of economic sustainability.23 Adjusting the Dui Pappenre value
to be more realistic and by the family's financial capabilities can help reduce economic
pressure without eliminating the essence of the tradition.

Financial Management Strategy for Young Couples After Marriage with High Dui
Pappenre

Newly married couples with a high Dui Pappenre burden face significant challenges
in managing their household finances. The main strategy implemented is to create a
detailed joint budget, in line with the financial planning theory proposed by Xiao and
O'Neill (2018). 24They emphasize that effective financial planning can improve
household financial well-being, especially in the face of economic pressures such as Dui
Pappenre's burden.

In adjusting the budget, the couple implemented a "zero-based budgeting" method,
where every dollar of income is allocated to a specific expense or savings item. 25This
helps them be more aware of the allocation of funds and ensures that financial priorities,
including paying off Dui Pappenre's debt, receive top attention. Budget evaluations are
carried out periodically, usually monthly, to ensure that they are in line with financial
goals and make adjustments if necessary.

Spending priorities are key in a young couple's financial management strategy.
They apply the principles of the economic needs hierarchy theory.26 Couples prioritize
basic needs such as food, shelter, andDui Pappenre debt payments before other expenses.
Many couples adopt the 50/30/20 method, where 50% of income is allocated to needs,
30% to wants, and 20% to savings and debt repayment.

Debt repayment efforts become the main focus, with couples implementing
strategies such as the snowball or avalanche method. The snowball method focuses on
paying off the smallest debts first to provide psychological motivation, while the
avalanche method prioritizes the debts with the highest interest rates.27 This approach is
in line with the prospect theory developed by Kahneman and Tversky (1979), which
states that couples are willing to sacrifice short-term comfort for long-term financial
gain.28

Many couples also seek additional sources of income to speed up the debt
repayment process, reflecting the concept of income diversification discussed in
Markowitz's modern portfolio theory (1952).29 They take on second jobs or start small
businesses in addition to their primary jobs. This strategy not only helps them pay off
debt faster but also reduces the risk of dependence on a single source of income.

Cash flow management is essential, with couples implementing a strict tracking
system using an application or spreadsheet. This is in line with the behavioural control
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theory proposed by Ajzen (1991),30 Monitoring behaviour can increase self-control in
financial management. Some couples even implement an envelope system to allocate
cash to different spending categories, helping them stay disciplined and avoid impulsive
purchases.

Some couples also use negotiation with lenders. They try to negotiate lower interest
rates or extend payment terms to ease the monthly burden. This strategy reflects the
application of game theory in personal finance, as discussed by Barberis (2013), where
couples and lenders try to achieve optimal outcomes through negotiation.31

While focused on debt repayment, couples are considering small-scale, long-term
investments. This is in line with the financial life cycle theory. They realize the
importance of building assets for the future, even amid debt repayment efforts, by
investing in low-risk instruments such as deposits or money market mutual funds.

Financial education is a priority for many young couples, reflecting the importance
of financial literacy. They actively seek information about financial management,
investments, and debt repayment strategies through various sources. This increased
financial literacy helps them make more informed and strategic decisions in household
finances.

Some couples also employ the "paying yourself first" strategy, which aligns with
self-control theory in finance.32 While the amount may be small, consistent saving helps
build good financial habits for the long term and overcome behavioural biases such as
the present bias.

Finally, young couples also consider financial protection through basic insurance
such as health and life. This reflects their understanding of financial risk management
and is in line with expected utility theory, which states that individuals seek to maximize
expected utility under conditions of uncertainty.

By implementing a combination of these strategies, young couples can effectively
manage the financial burden of Dui Pappenre while still building a strong financial
foundation for their future. Successfully overcoming these financial challenges will
improve their economic well-being and strengthen their relationship through effective
collaboration and communication in managing shared finances.

4. Conclusion
This study reveals the significant impact of high Dui Pappenre on the economic

stability of men's families in Bugis traditional marriages. The analysis shows decreased
liquidity, increased debt, and reduced family investment capacity. Although some
families can recover, this practice causes severe economic stress. The findings emphasize
the importance of financial literacy and the balance between tradition and economic well-
being. Constructive dialogue is needed to make the value ofDui Pappenremore realistic.

Couples with high Dui Pappenre burdens implement a variety of financial
management strategies, including detailed budgeting, spending priorities, systematic debt
repayment efforts, income diversification, and increased financial literacy. Applying
financial theories helps couples make better financial decisions. Despite the significant
challenges, this combination of strategies allows couples to effectively manage their Dui
Pappenre burden while building a strong economic foundation for the future.
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